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THE   CONTROLLED   CHANGES

This latter voltage will cause the electrons to jump clear of the
wires and produce an awe-inspiring stroke of artificial lightning
longer than the average living room. Electricians through long
familiarity sometimes grow contemptuous of the shocking ability

FIGURE 41. Student engineers of sixteen colleges on one of the
82,500 kilo volt-ampere waterwheel generators for Boulder Dam.
(Courtesy General Electric Company.)
of ordinary voltages, and test for live wires by submitting them-
selves to minor shocks; but readers unfamiliar with electricity are
warned against taking chances. The household voltage of no has
killed so many hundreds of people that most localities have ordi-
nances against placing light-sockets where they can be reached
from a bathtub. The water completes the circuit between bare